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CONSIDERATIONS 
. Tending tothe undeceivingthoſe, - 
whole judgements are. mifinformed by Po-" 
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Being a neceſſary diſcourſe for the preſenttimes, con- 


. cerning the-unſeaſonable difference berween the Proteſtane A k. 
4 and the Pu nl T aA N,, 
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H E end of the Parliaments conſultations, 
4 and actions, is to free the Kingdome (the 

: care whereof is to them by the Kingdome 
dy commitred)from all thoſe heavy ryrannies 
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4 71 J and oppreſſions which for many yeares,, 

= againſt expreſſe' Lawes, and caugzons to 

£1 4 the contrary, have ſurrounded and over- 

Sy SJ) Y>-ILY 9 whelmed the Kingdome; all which, if wee 

have nor adefire ro. let chem flip our memories, the Parliamencs 

» firſt Remooſtrapce will fully preſent unto us . Thoſe men that do - 

| oppoſe the Parhament, are generally ſuch,as, ſome way or other 

have thrived under theſe preſſures; as being made inſtruments 

and-aftorsin them, orelſe being. additted.ro vice and looſeneſle, 

found that connivence and.indulgence,-then, whichy intimes more 

reformed,they-cannot-expeR, Thoſe menthar doenow fide with, 

= and afſiſt che Parliament, are ſuch as in- thoſe corrupt times were 

| trodden under fgor, ſuch as were vext and impoveriſht by, inſulc- 

ing Courts, andCourc-officers; forc' t againſt conſcience ” Hor 
wy v2 OG ” OOO - e . 
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ſwade to the breach of the Sabbath, compelled to flie their Coun« 
xrie, or ſeparate from the Church, by wicikis vaine and empry 
Ceremonies, which dire& our mindes from confideration of 
Gods love tous in Chriſt, and are utcerly inconſiſtent with the 
true,and ſpirituall worſhip of God ; and indeed therefore preſſed 
upon us, that thereby their friends might be knowne from rheir 
foes, the caſie to be abuſed from the more difficulrghat they might 
be imbraced, and have all encour borh from the Mini- 
ſer, and men of high places ; and theſe diſgraced, proſecuted, 
and though of never ſo. honelt lives, yet ifin all things not con. 
for mable, ſcandalled, and made odieus : Ceremonies were there- 
foretoo preſſed upon us, that by them the Church becomming 
more pompous, and outwardly ſpecious, the Clergy (by whom 
the Stateſmen were eſpecially ro dve their ill-intended worke ) 
might win greater eſteeme, and grow more and more reyerenced 
by the peoplezywho ſeldomethey know, dive into the reaſons of 
things, but are uſually carryed away by outward ſhewes, and ap- 
pearances, The Parliaments other friends are,ſuch as have beene 
rormented with the permitted corruption of Lawyers, thoſe de- 
vouring Locuſts, no leſſe raveniug then the Agyprian ones that 
overſpread that Land; ſuch likewiſe as had loſt the liberty of 
Tradeſfor the gaining of which, they ſerved a long-and tedious 
apprenticeſhip) by unlawful! engrofſements, und Parents; and 
all che multitude of good men, who are ſenſible either by their 
owne, or their nighbours ſufferings, of the injuries of former 
times, or deſirous to preyent and divert our opprefſion and ſlave- 
ry for the future: Now as it is a notable policy of evill men,though 
of quite different and oppoſite conditions, ro combine and aſſo. 
ciate rogether againſt all that oppoſe them, bearing with, and paſ- 
fing by,any thing for the preſent, though ar other rimes much di- 
Qaſifoll So how much more does it behove the honeſt-men of 
this Kingdome, who are likely to raſte equally the ſweeres:- of li- 
berry, or the birter pills of lavery(ſhow ever they may be perſwa- 
ded otherwiſe for the preſent)ro unite themſelves beart and hand, 
ro joyne together as one man, againſt all thoſe whom they ſhall 
diſcerne either co oppoſe the Parliament, or endeavour to raiſe 
diviſions and differences among themſelves. The only way for 
our enemies to doo their yorke, is not by ſtrength, and force of 
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[Armes; for what ever their brags be, and how great ſoever their 
'boaſts by which they would ſeeme to have what they have nor, 
(that thereby they may encourage their party, and diſhearten their 
adverſaries) yer indeed their forces are bur ſmall, their proviſions 
ſcanty, their meanes and mony only ſupplyed by rapine, which 
cannot be laſting, having neither Forts, nor Shipping; ſo thar it 
canner be that by ſtrong hand they ſhould have any hope to doe 
their worke:: No certainly; and yer notwichſtanding they (till 
dare to hold up the Cudgels, ſeeme as confident as ever,bezre up, 
as if the world were of their fide z what ſhould be the reaſons 
hereoff reaſons there are, we muſt perſwade our ſelves; ir is nor 
10 be ſuppoſed that they are foole-hardy, or thatthe ſenſe of 
their many miſchiefes have made them deſperate, becauſe paſt 
hope of reconcilement (though chey well may) their Councels 
arenotable, and ſurely come nor ſhorr of the moſt able the world 
affords; their ſubcleties exceedethe Foxes,or the Serpents, Romes 
or Spaines ; whoſe moſt damnable glory it is, that from meane 
beginnings they, by their wits eſpecially, have raiſed themſelves 
to the moſt exrended tyrannies in the Chriſtian world : and why 
ſhould our politique enemies then deſpaire 7 Since their wits are 
as quick, their conſciences as deeply pained and ſencelefſe, many 
of our people as caſie to be deluded as ever men were, having the 
aſſiſtance of former contrivances in making men ſlaves, furniſhed 


with Machiavils, and * Staffords inſtructions from Florence, with « T1, ach, 
all the afſiftance Romes conſiſtory, or Spaines can afford : and oF;he Mack 
what force cannor doe, deceit may : a ſubrill deceirfull Declara- lian plor. 


tion may doe much more miſchief then an Army; the one kills 
men outfight, and ſo leaves them unſerviceable for both ſides; bur 
deceitfull words, when for want of conſideration, unſercledneſſe 
of judgement, and weake information, they caprtivate-men, they 
make them not only dead to good mens affiſtance, and cheir 
Countries ſervice, but promoters likewiſe of their deluders inte- 
reſt; ro the inſenſible ruine and ſlavery of their brethren, and in 
concluſion, of themſelves. Deceirs and deiuſions are the princi- 
pall weapons with which the evill Counſellors now fight; by 
which they ſubdue and 6aprivate the underſtandings and affeRi- 
ons of men; to ſcanertheſe, they hurry abour from one County 
into another, and there, at Aſſiſes, and other forc'r Aſſemblies 
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xraftile; imone place they coluurand gloſe over their owne evill 
actions, with ſceming prerences of Law, Religion ; in another, 
they ſcandalfze and traduce the Pariiamentz. for'as they cannor 
want paint to make fowle and unſightly actions ſeeme faire and 
ſpecious, ſo neither canthey want dirt and mire. to disfigure the 
beſt formed, and moſt honeſt enterprizes inthe world ; words are 
never defeQive to make evill ſeeme good, and good evill : whar 
villany was there ever commuted, or what injuſtice, bur words 
and pretences mighe be found to juſtifie it{Monopolies were once 
leaded legal], and very wholeſome for the people; we were once 
per{ſwaded Ship-money was lawfull, and now Commiſſion! of Ar- 
ray ;. if unjuſt things were offered to. us, as they are, without diſ- 
guiſe and arrificia!l covering, they would appeare ſo odious, as 
that each man would cry out upon them, and therefore iris a high 
point of policy ro make the worlt things ſhew faireſt, ſpeake belt, 
when they intend moſt miſchiefe, In other Counties the people 
were thanked for their affeftions and aſſiſtance, when they found 
them wiſer then to yeeld any, and when they were driven by ne- 
ceſſity to a place, they would ſeeme to be invited by love,and cer 
tainty of compliance, when God knowes in many places they 
found it much otherwiſe, and would l:kewiſe eiſewhere roo, bur 
that the people were neceſſitated to their aſſiſtance by force, ra- 
ther then forward, out of any liking. Well,their policies and de- 
luſions are moſt numerous, and every day increaſing; and there- 
fore it behoves every wiſe man to'ſtand upon his guard, to be wa- 
ry and watchfull that he be nor apprehended by their ſubcilcies: in 
nothing there is required greater care,-their invaſions being in- 
{enſible;and having once ſeiſed upon a man, he no longer diſlikes, 
bur approves of chem;they force a man to love what erewhiles he 
hated, what he but now cry ed downe, to plead for,and not to ob- 
ſerve, becauſe his intentions are honeſt, and he meanes no il}, that 
he is even againſt his knowledge his Countries enemy : Hee thar 
can giye any cautions how to reſiſt their wyles, or ſhew wherein 
we are already ſeduced by our cunning adverſaries,doth doe very 
good {ervice to his Country, and deſerves to be heard; this diſ- 
courſe was written principally.for that end; namely, to diſcoverto 
all good men how they have ſuffered: themiſe)ves ro be wroughr 
upon by the adverſary in a caſe very conſiderable; and thereby, 
Eng die, though. 
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though they obſerve it not, are become friends ro their Countries 
chiefe foes, and foes to their principall friends, The worke of e-' 
vill Counfellors, as it is to unite and ioyne together their friends, 
ſo is it likewiſe to ſeparate and divide their toes amongſt thern-' 
ſelves : all ſuch are their foes as truly love their owne liberty, and' 
deſire tg free themſelyes from their inſulcing ryranny : ir muſt! 
needs be very advantagious ro them, if by any meanes they can 
divide theſe; for being diſioyned,they cannot poſſibly be ſo pow- 
erfull againſt them as otherwiſe they would be,- did they continue - 
at union : now amongſt many other wayes'that they haye uſed ro 
accompliſh this end, there is not one hath been- mere effe&uall- 
then 1n raiſing, and cheriſhing:differences concerning formes- :nd 
circumſtances about Religion; that ſo ſetting them rogether by 
the eares about ſhadowes, they may in the meane time fteale a- 
way your ſubſtance : there is no difference they full well know 1s 
ſo permanent, as that which any way touches upon Religion; and | 
therefors like cunning Pieners, have lighted upon whar is likely 
co make the greaceſt breach, which by conrinuall plying the work, 
the difference dayly increaſing, it is much to be feared that all the 
paines the Parliameat takes, the aſſiſtance of good men, the haz-/ 
Zards of vur reſoluce ſouldiers, or whatever eftideayours elſeare- 
uſed for the accompliſhing of good mens defires, will by this6ne 
61fference, it continued, be utterly ſruſtrate, and*comero naughs: * 
for it is almoſt come ro thar paſſe, tharche Puritan and SeQaries, 
as they are called, are more odious to the Proreftanc,then the Ca- 
valier, Malignant, or Papiſt : 2}l our diſcourſes are diverted now - 
by che cunning prattiſe of the Politician from 'our forepaſt' cala- 
mities, plots, and conſpiracies of lewd men, from thinking what 
will bethe beſt wayes to ſpeed and advantage our undertakings 
for ourliberry, to raytings againſt the Puritan, to croſſe and op-- 
poſe the Puritan, to provoke him by matly inſolencies, and af-" 
fronts to diforders,and then to inveigh with all bitterneſle agaitiſt : 
his diſorders : if at ſuch times as theſe, when fo great-a worke is 
in hand, as the freeing of us from ſlavery, we can be ſo drowzily 
ſorcifh as to negleR thar, for the ſatisfying our giddy and domi- 
neering hym6ur, what can be fajd of us, buc thar- our faney is dea- 
rerto usthen'oar liberty, -thar we'care*nor. what goes toracke, | 
though ir be our fubſtantiall Religion, Lawes, and Libercies, - we 
A3 oe. 
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Jos bus pteaſe our ſelves in crying downe our Brethren, becauſe 


they are eicher more zealous, or elſe more ſcrupulous, then our 
ſelves ; Theſe things my friends, (for all good men are ſuch) doe 

ſhew that you are noc conſiderate, nor doe not ſufficiently beare 
ig mind what was told you inthe Parliaments firſt Remonſtrance, 

that is was (and ſtill is) one of che principall workes of our com- 
mon enemy,to ſow diviſion berween the Proceſtanc and Puritan; 

you have beene too ealie, and quickly wrought upon by him, for 

the accompliſhing that worke : I would co God you would lay 

itto heart ; the Purican intends no miſchiefero any, you may aſ- 

ſure your ſelves hedaes nor: if you inquire,you ſhall finde that 

they had no hand in our former oppreſſions; they were no main- 

"rainers ofany unjuſt courſes, or Courts, unleſſe by thoſe many 
fines which were extorred from them; for that they, of all men, 
had the courage to withſtand their injuries : wee heare of daily 

plunderings, rapes, and murchers of the Cavaliers, women with 

child runne through, and many other butcheries; and yer wee 

paſſe by theſe, as if by no intereſt they concerned us, and ler flie 

. our ſpeeches only againſt the Purican for plucking a raile downe, 
ar a paire of Organs, a Surplice, Crucifix, or painted window; 

which are indeed nd way conducible co the ſubſtancial! worſhip 

of God, and yet retained by the ill diſpoſed Clergy, as fuell to 

yeeld marterto that difcord they would continue amongſt you : 
See how much too blame we are,ſee how exceedingly the politi- 

tian has deluded us, thac we ſhould doe thus, and yer ſee nor that 
we doe unwiſely, If thy brother bee weake and thou ftrong, 
beare with his weakeneſle; or if the Puritan eſteeme thee weake, 
and himſclfe ſtrong, it will be a good lefſon ro him ; if wee be 
ſtrong we ſhould beare with them that are weake; if we are weake 
we ſhould not judge them that are ſtrong; it will be no ſhame for 
any oneto take the Apoſtles advice ; Jet nor ſlight and indiffe- 
rent things divide our affections ; let them nor, eſpecially when 
ſubſtanciall things lie at che Rake; ir is all one as if our enemy be- 
ing in the field wich full purpoſe and ſpeed to deſtroy us, wee 
ſhould rurne aſide ro exclaime againſt a man that flung dirt upon 
us,or | atus; and wholly negle& alcogether to defend our 
ſelves : whata ſhame will ir be urxo us, when hereafter ir is ſaid 
char the Engliſh might have freed themſelves from _—_ and 
very, 
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flayery, but that in the doing of it th leted their commgp- 
grrdet and fell ar re wor, Mac r ar 6 for trifles, Gerd. 
monies and other things that occaſion difference, are ſtickled for 
by the Proteſtant, nor for that they thinke them —_—_ 
ſarely unleſſe it be for ſome indireX end they cannot be urged ro 
be ſo) bur for that they are nor yer taken downe by authoricie : 
The Puritan they would have themraken away, for that rhey con- 
ceive them vaine,unwarrantable by Gods Word, reliques ofthe 
Romiſh Religion not throughly purged away ; and therefore 
they deſire they ſhould be left off by us, which are the principall 
cauſe of their ſeparation from us : In all differences to bee unwil- 
ling to reconcile, ſhewes nor a ſpiric of loye, which Chriſtians 
ſhould ever be poſſeſt withall, bur of pride and contention; the 
Proteſtant hath nor the engagements of confcience upon hin, as 
the Puritan has, and th may the eaſier beare with the Pu- 
ritans infirmities; if meat offend my weake brother I will eate no 
meat as long as I live; whiat an excellent thing wereic if we could 
have that hold faſt over our ſelves that the Apoſtle had, to re- 
fraine from any thing, how pleaſant and deare foeyer unto us, ra» 
ther then give any offence, or occaſion any di ce betweene 
our ſe!lyes and weake brethren : let every man thinke of the an-. 
ſwering this queſtion to himſelfe : whether if lewd men doe get 
the berter over the Parliament and honeſt men of the Kingdome, 
either Proteſtant, or Puritan are likely to be any other but ſlaves: 
Certainly if any of them doe perſwade themſelves ocherwiſe, they 
are like the ſtiffe-necked and unweildy Hebrewes, that wiſhtthey 
were ſlaves in Egyps againe, where the muchJoved Fleſh pors 
were; for that it was troubleſome and dangerous paſſing chrough 
the Wildern:ſſe into Canaan, a land of plenty and laſting liberty, 
Be not deceived with deluding thoughts of former times, when 
plenty covered our oppreſſions, and becauſe of peace wee could 
not ſee our ſlavery: it was a time when ſuch as Buckingham, Straf- 
ford, demineering Biſhops, corrupt and lawleſſe Judges, grew 
rich and potent;when Coxrrs Minions for no ſervices bur ſlavery 
and luxury were exalted; when offices were not conferred on 
foreſeene vertue and honeſt deſert, but were bought and ſold; 
when honours that ought to be the rewards of vertue, were by 
gold purchaſed, and they onely deemed fir SubjeRs for both, that 

were 


—————— ———— 
— — 


were cafie to be cqrrupted;ſuch-as had upid canſciences, 8&-would 
ſuFercheir ah rounderrakany difhoneſtemploymens. He tha 
wiſhes for former times wiſhes for ſuch.times whercin.it had beene 
much beuer for a manto le: goe bis right or inheritance,though 
never ſo apparantly bis, co any varler chat would have laid but 
any c6lorable claime to it, #ather.then have bin wurgied by Court 
Maſtives,& eaten to the bare bones by griping Judges,and avari- 
tious Lawyers.; wherein a murder in.one.man was not ſo much 
po asa word inanother; wherein a poore man was hanged 


or ſtealing food for his neceſſurie, and a luxurious Courier, of 
whom, the world was never hike co have any other fruits bur 


oathes, and ſtabbes,could be pardaned after the killing the ſecond: 


or third man : wherein, in a, word, knaves were ſer. upon honeſt 
mens ſhoulders; all legſenefſe was councenanced, and verrue and 
pietie quite ouc of faſhion : In theſe times, who kepr themſelves ſo 
eddy as the Puritan? who oppoſed againſt thoſe exorbicant cour- 
es,and by that meanes. who ſmarced more.then they © ſure I 
I chinke their ſufferitigs are yer in. each mans memory; who bur 
they,or they eſpecially, withitood all Church innovations, and 
other taxes andYmpoſitions, for which both the Biſhops and Cler- 
gy, as alſo the corrupt Stateſman, and Proje&tor, were their profeſt 
and open enemies; and eyenthen to make them odious,inyented 


ridiculous names for them, and ſtudied ſcurrilous tales and jeſts 


againſt them, and eyer ſigned new devices concerning them, 
to dire& our thoughts from gur every dayes oppreſſions, to ſport 
at the Puritan. The wayes of wicked men are like the way of a 
Ship in the Sea, ſo quick and ſpeedily covered, that wichour much 
cbfervancy we cannot traceghem z So thar we ſee theſe endeavors 
ro make the Puritan odjous.s no new policy; nor yer thereaſons 
why it is endeayored; and, how, great a blemiſh ic is unto our 
judgement, that mr chis deceit hath beene ſo long in practiſe, 
and ſo apparently miſchievous to good,and advantageous to bad 
men,we thould nor yer diſcover it, or being diſcovered and de- 
clared unto us; wee ſhould nor lay ir. ro.heart,: and. endeayor ro 
avoid it; Sure I thinke there-is no more: evident marke cf our 
difaffe&tions ro the Patliament,then our invetives againſt rhe Pu- 
ritan, whom the Parliament'and all good men ought in all reaſon 
co eſteeme well of; for that they have beene ſo abundant in their 
>». 6s HW | contribu- 
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conrributions, ſo forward in their ſervices, ſo negleQive of their 
private, to advance that neceſſary and moſt ajlowable work, bach 
by God and all reaſonable men in the world, of freeing us and 
our poſterity from loathſome Tyranny and oppreſſion : whatſoe- 
ver fanlts the Puritan hath, this is not a time to caſt them in his 
diſh; neither are we certaine that they are faults, we have but ſv 
digeſted chem to our ſelves;what he can ſay for himſelf,jin his own 
juſtification, is not yet heard,nor is there yet atime of hearing: we 
may aſſure our ſelves that the Parliament will endeavour all that 
poſſible they can, to give all ſorts of men, that will not prove ob- 
ſtinate, and unſatisfiable, the beſt and largeſt fatisfation : 
If they ſhould now goe abour it, or if they ſhould at any time here- 
rofore have enterpriſed it, they might in the meane time have had 
their throats cur; it is,and hath beenghe endeavour of the Kings 
evill adviſers, to urge th:m alwayes to the ſeulement of the 
Church; a worke they know requires much time for the perfor. 
mance of ir, and {o muſt of neceſſity have diverted a!l confidera- 
tions and proviſions for their ſafety;when, in the meane time thoſe 
adviſers would have been moſt aftive and vigilant, loſing no jor 
of time, nor balking no opportunity, or advantage to have fortifi- 
ed themſelves, made a prey of the Parliament, and in their ruines 
have buryed all thats neer, & deer unto us: We ſee,that though the 
Parliament have only intended one buſineſs,the defence and pre- 
ſervation of themſelves, and the Kingdome, ſo great oppoſition 
hath yer been mzde, and fo difficult a worke have they found ir, 
that there is no man can ſay they are roo forward : and therefore 
if we will not willfully make our ſelves a prey to our common 
enemy, let us reſolve for the time to come firmly ro unite our af- 
fe&tions beyond the policy of evill.witted men to diſſolve : ler 
thoſe whom the malignant and inconſiderate call Puritans, en- 
deavour all that they can poſſibly, ro give no offence to the Pro- 
reſtant, and ler the Proteſtant be low in taking any at the Puri- 
ran : the Puritan indeed is roo blame in his not obſerving all hee 
canto win by love, gentle behaviour, ſuch as differ from him'in 
opinion; in not endeayouring all he can to bridle his paſſion, and 
not ſuffer his different opinion to coole his love, and affetion to 
other men : what © We have all need one of another; and till fuck 
time things are throughly IO "7a and examined (how = 
| eac 


$ach man concludeshimſelfe ro be in the right (we know we are 
parciallro our (elyes) he may be miſtaken; and upon better rea- 
ſons, which as yer he ſecs nor, may alter his judgement and be con. 
vinc*c; letus unite together,as one man,to the extizpation of cer- 
taine,and diſcovered enemies both of our ſubſtanuall Religion, 
our lawes, and liberties; that ſo all bzing quier,and wee aſſuredly 
free-men, all ſtratagems diſſolved, and the Sunne of peace a- 

aine appearing, the Church may be {o purged, and ſo religiouſly 
fected aha the Purnan may have no cauſe of feperation ( which 
cannot be according to his deſire, but that ro which by the inſti. 
gation of his conſcience he is neceſſitated roo) and io may be no 
longer an eyelore and diſtaſtfull ro the Proteſtant; but both may 
with mucuall joy,and peace of conſcience, joyne together in praiſes 
and tharikſgivings to that God, who by the free, and alone death 
of his Sonne attoned and reconciled us to himſelfe; and in giving 
us his Sonne hath,cogether with him, given us all things alſo, Bur 
to what purpoſe will this, or other diſcourſes of this nature be, 
when there is a ſort of people in this kingdome, who make ic their 
ſtudy,and bend all their endeavours,for co encreaſe and enlarge 
this difference : and yet have full permiſſion, and all opportunity 
. that may be,co doe their worke ; neither could the politician have 
ever made this breach,or extended it to that buſineſſe ic is at, bur 
for the certaine aſſiſtance of che Clergy; who for that end bound 
them his inſtruments, by the liberall diſtribution of konours #nd 
preferments,by enlargements of Ggniry & livings, by giving them 
power in Courts, & letting thera taſt the ſweets of domination:by 
authoriſing them in their advance of tithes, multiplying their du. 
ries, favouring them in their abundant differences, and reitleſſe 
lawſairs; and inall likelihood they muſt bee cheir ſervants who 
pay them ſuch large wages ; inſomuch thar in all the time of this 
Kingdomes ſlavery, and wicked mens oppreſſions of us, who 
were greater promoters of both then the Clergy £ what was the 
politique ſubject of their Sermons then,and diſcourſes, but che ad- 
yance of prerogative, and unlimited {way ; the. gayning of efti- 
mationto themſelves, nor by their doctrines or lives, for what 
could be more corrupt and ſcandalous) but by ſubcill deluſions, 
and deluſive ſophiſmes ; the fitting of our minds for flavery, the 
abaſing of our courages agaitiſt injuries in Church,or State z by 
preaching for obedience to all. commands good or bad, under 
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deceirfulltermes of ative and paſſive; by which meanes injuti- 
ous men were heartned iri jnduring miſchicfes, and good men 
moap'd and ſtupitied to a patient ſufferance of them; their very 
rongnes tied up,and no libertie given ſo much as to motion a- 
gainſt apparent injuries, or to diſcoverto the world the iniquitie 
ofthem : T his uſe is made of thoſe moſt admirable guifts we ad- * 
mire the Clergy for; to this good end ſerves their great learning 
and excellent parts ; and as in former times, by theſe and many 
other wayes they one;y employed their ſtudies ro mike us apt 
and eaſie ro admir our ſlavery without grudging, or gainſ.ying; 
ſo doe they ſtil continue the Stateſmens hirehngs, to further thar 
difference berweene the Proteſtant and Puritan, which makes ſe 
much for their advantage : And that they may be truely ſervicea- 
ble.tc this end,they are brought up in che Univerſities fitted for 
the parpo'e; no man there countenanced unleſſe he is hke co 
prove a champion againit the Puritan; the grefter their abihties 
are thar way, their preferments are anſwerable; infomuch,that ge- » 
nerally thoſe Miniſters are onely gn0d, that traſting onely to » 
themſelves, and not taking the pleaſing courſe, could expect no » 
encouragement from the Biſhop,or others in high places, but ve- » 
ry conteniedly did beta ke themſelves to ſuch plzces their honeſt »» 
friends ard deſerts obtained for them; whereas men of that other » 
ſtraine wereAlmoſt courced info benefices; where the former be. 
nefus did not more ſway withto” juſtifie injuſtice, and ſow diyi- 
fion, then the longing expeRation after greater and greater pre-, 
ferments ; and what though ſome have refuſed preferments, and . 
yet are zealous in your worke ; it is well knowne yet that th 
live in abundance, drinke the ſweer,and eate the far of the = ; 
are recompenced with large gifts, and abundant Legacies ; who 
by a cunning refuſal] of v hat they need not, and perhaps they. 
thinke would be too troubleſome, have taken ſo deepe roar in uns. 
watchfull mens minds, that there are none ſo great promoters of 
this worke as they ; who likewiſe being the moſt fubea of all the 
rribe,order the buſineſſe ſo, that what by their abilities, of. ſpeech, | 
reyerent eſtimation men have of their perſons, of their funt}ions, , 
of their ſinceritie,they even dejude them as they, liſt, and haye 
farre fomented this fite of Jiſſencian,thar.it is ro bee pe ir,will;; 
very ſhortly breake out into a flame : they have even __ 
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this hatred to an inſurretion; the people riſe up one againſt ano- 
ther, grow into fations and acquaintances by wearing colours, + 
and publike meetings, outfacing authority, anJ ſighting the mot 
ſoyeraizne power,even of the Farhamentit (cle ; 107 15 this [tlge- 
ly,in ſhort timeto be emtinguſtc,though much care be uſed, and 
great paines taken, for the doing ir; ſo long as a cunning malici- 
ous ſort of men are ſuffered without controule or juſt puncſhmere, 
ro veeld new matcer to this deſtruttive flame of contention ; to 
curbe the licence,and puniſh the infolencies, of thoſe licentious 
Clergymen, may very well be one of the principail workes of the 
Pzrliaments, whoſe earneſt endeavours, and noble undertakings 
doe find no greater oppoſition from any ſort of men, no not from. 
the Cavalier himſelfe, or the Kings evill Councellors, theri from 
theſe men of malice and diſſention ; many of them are Delin- 
quents, and ſo voted; others likewiſe would appeare to be , did 
the people thinke it a firtime to make their complaints : many of 
them are of ſcandalous and debaucht lives; all of them indeed are 
bound, by the reſpeRs they have ro their owne ſafecie, to deſtroy 
the Parliament, (by whom they know, were they at Jeaſurethey 
ſhould be ſifted, and their crimes cenſured) and to bring in againe 
the former government, wherein they found ſo great connivance 
in all ſorts of vices whatſoever : And now what more ſeaſonable 
councel| canthere bee to all ſorts of men,thento try and examine 
all chat they heare; ro entertaine nothing for the opinion we have 
of the man; for the judgement is never ſo likely to be deluded as 
whenthe perſon is too highly eſteemed; ro ſee likewiſe in how 
many reſpe&s the Clergyman is bound ro make the Puritan odi- 
ousto the Proteſtant, and how greatly diſadvantagious that 15 to 
the worke, all honeſt men are bound in conſcience to further;and 
likewiſe ro conclude thoſe Clergy men diſaffeted that ſhall here- 
after endeayour it, and to let both them and others in authority 
know it, to be firme in their affeftjons to the Puritan, paſt all their 
ſubrilries ro diſunite them; that ſo all honeſt men being heartily 
united, the greater may be their force, and the kingdomes enemies 
che _ ſubdued : the Puritan, Sefary, Browniſt, and Ana- 
bapriſts. : 

The Miniſters under pretence of railing again” dbe ſcanda- 
lize and defame all the honeſt men of the Kingdome , yea even 
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of the Parliament th-mſelves : ſo that ifwe be not the chore caus 
tious,we nay b* fotarre deluded as to diſeſteeme 8ven their afti- 
ons,mot for that coamy realomble diſcreet man1!:cy can appear? 
te be any otlier then as the 4ftiorrs of the mol} any, ihould bce, 
but becauſe they are approved of by the honeſt Puritan : Ic vs 
not ſafe they thinke to rave againitthe Parijament pwint blarke; 
they would then indeed appeare (o jalpably malicious and villa- 
nouſly diſaffetted, that men would have much adoe to tarry their 
tryall by Law wichoutdoing preſent execution on them : & there- 
fore, like men full of ſubclery,chey wound the Parliament through 
the Puritans ſide; and therein take fo vaſt a liberty ,thar almoit 
provokes an hon*{t hearted man beyond his patience ; ſome- 
times they ſpeake in a doubrfull ſenſe, ſo as that all who are miſled 
by them canunderitand them; and yer they thinke, that if they 
ſhould be queſtioned (as out of guilt of conſcience they cannot 
bur expecY* they ſhall bee ableco give ſuch an interpretation ro 
their words, thac thereby they can delude ii holdfaſt of Law and 
the cenſure of juſtice : thus they provide an excuſe before they 
at their villany, and proceed as farre as they imagine that will 
beare them our ; what high time ic 15, that theſe men ſhould bee 
cruſhed, leaſt in time they ſow ſo many cares in the hearts of men, 
that no wiſedome of mgn ſhall be able co plucke up, bur that 
they choake even the ſeeds of good doctrine, and root out of our 
minds the very principles of reaſon# Another villanous worke 
they have in hand, is,to take away our courages, and dull our re. 
ſolurions by commending peace unto us, when we are neceſſuated 
co take up our Swords ; what fooles they imagine us to be,as if 
we did not know what were the ſweets of peace; but then ic muſt 
be accompanied with liberty; the bondman is at peace; ghnuw=is 
there is peace in a dungeon;» yet I rhinke no man can bee 

eartily in love with ſuch kinde of peace; no eertainly, if our li- 
berty and our religion be much dearer to us then our lives, as I 
chinkechey are to every wile man, then ſure they mult be dearer 
to us then our reſt; our ſwords are drawne for them, and ſo long 
as they are violated, what peace 7 what peace, ſo long as the in- 
ſolencies and conſpiracies of unjuſt men,andgheir uſurpations are 
ſo many 7 what peace © ſo long as thoſe that would free- us from | - 

former oppreſſions, and wo pouien for our fugure- liberties, - - 
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are in no ſafery but in continu2}l hazard of their lives 7 were wee 
not neceſſitated to it, it were madneſſe to thinke wee could toke 
pleaſure in ſhedding of our owne bloods : what ſhallow men dee 
they imagine us to be, that thinke, that chough their ſweet words, 
and ſmooth faces,we dge ner-ee their fowle and miſchievous in- 
rentions 7 yes to their griefe of hear, and the joy of al) good men, 
they behold that,notwwnhſtanding they have in many other things 
deluded us, in this they have not ; the Milirza is ſeiled in ſafe and 
truſty hands; the Forts and ſtrong holds made gocd; the Navy 
ſecured and commanded by a faithfull and couragious lover of 
his counrygthat a ſtrong and a welfurniſhed Army is a foore,to 
the terrour of wicked men,and we hope to the ſuppreſſion ; they 
are quite fruſtrate of their ends, all their cunning diſcourſes and 
ſubcle morions for peace, chough delivered with never ſo much 
precrended piety, and ſeeming love x0 our ſaferies, come ſhort of 
their purpoſe; they have not thereby Julled us :fleepe, and made 
us t00 ſecure; no, we haFe the courages of men, of valiant prove» 
ked men upon us; provokt by an inſight into all our injuries, 
which are now freſh in our memories; provoked by diſcovery of 
their deluſions, and animared by the amiable fight of liberry 
which we may now if we will our ſelves obraine; of which, for 
many yeares we have beene deprived: and therefore 1t is nor good 
nor honeſt that they continue their invications co peace, ſy long 
«sthe Parliament ſee ir needefullto provide for warre This it 1 
when they will be overwiſe and paſſe the bounds of their office; 
nor are they more miſtaken in this,then in other marrers; eſpeci- 
ally when they plead the Kings cauſe, their engagements and flat- 
ceries here make them ſtarke blind, and let them nor ſee how, un- 
der ſtickling forthe Kings prerogative, they comprehend warts 
ches ſuch things, the oblayning' whereof if duly conſidered, 
would make his Matefties office the moſt hazardous, and fraught 
with? leaſt content; of anyone in'the Kingdome, ' A' negarive- 
yoyce they muck ſtand:for;a power of callingand likewiſe of di 
ſolving Parliaments ; thefe things,becauſe they carry power with ' 
them;and feeme to adde much greatnefſe and high prerogativEto - 
the Kingy they ſickling-forthem- and ſee nor; ther- if the” Kitig + 
ſhould /havezhemlhe would dothertby ever iabfeto/rhe brihe; 
and cnfubiswhube prop oy fp tg ould Be conflee 
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of by the Parliament, and by them concluded to be ſafe and ne- 
. ceflary for the Kingdome, and that the King by thar power they 2 
claimefor him, ſhould croſle ir jf the people ſhould, inthe time ro 
come by neceſſicie for the want of what the Parliament would 
have provided for chem, and the King would notywhom have 
sbey then ro blame bur the King * and he {rkewiſe mult of nece(ſi- 
tic lie under their hard opinions, ſhoald'the negleR of call:ng Par- 
hamems bring opprefſions upon he people ; or the too ſoone die 
ſolving them, wickour conſent of the Houle before their bufineſle 
were fully diſparchr. Both which, in their booke of Canonsand 
conſtuutions eccleſiaſtical}, (where without once mencioning the 
Parliamens, they take hiberty to qnake the Kings Prerogatives 
whart they pleaſe) thereI fay have they peremprorily concluded 
the power of calling,znJ diiſolving all afiemblies co bee the Kings 
undoubred right; and would likewiſe have poſſelt the people fo 
by the quarterly reading of thoſe decrees of cheirs in Churcheg by 
their owne order: Iris true indeed theſe aafanons are molt juſt- 
ly damned by the Parliamenty but by the remembrance hereof 
we may palpably obſerve, what a power they chen uſurpr to them- 
ſelves; and how notoriouſly they abuſed that power to the pre- 
judice ofthe _ perpetuall hazard, and diſquier: The King 
paſt all queſtion law all this, when he ſo willingly aſſented ro thoſe 
rwo atts for the conſtant calling of Parlimeny, and nor diſſolution 
of this; both which che Clergy! hang other meanes to diſanull, 
and make of no eft:3, then by infufing into his Maieſties cares, 
and inſinuating to the people,that the King hath a negative voyce; 
by which all thatthe Parliamenc ſhall doe comes co nothing, un- 
leſſe it pleaſes the King to aſſent; which is nor like to be, bur when 
thoſe that are ſo powerfull (his evill counſellers) over him ſhall 
give way to ; by which meanes alone thoſe evill men have a 
power of crofling and making voyd 2ll the debareg and concluſi- 
ons of the Parliament; and though this bee in effeR ro make the 
ſafery and freedome of the people to depend upon one mans will 
& unJerſtanding(an abſurdity in governmenga man would think 
' theſe men could not have the impudencerto plead for gnuch leſſe 
that the people ſhould be ſo unadviſed as to admir ir to enter their 
thoughts as a thing iuſt and reaſonable; yer indeed ſo impudent 
are thoſe as to plead for ir, and ſo ignoran; ace the people, as 
ro 
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to admir it;which is the ground and occaſion of all the evils and 
miſchiefes which at this day threaten both his Maicſty; and the 


whole people, So that wee ſee the King hath lirtle ro thank chem 


for their roo haſty forwardneſle in clayming what is fo unſafe for 
him, and ſo likely to divide the affeftions of the people from him: 
Bur what care they, the King getting power, they 'ger advance- 
ment,credit,honour,and what not * fo little reſpe& they whar is 
ſafe for him, or prejudiciall co the people, ſo their owne ends bee 
ſerved;there comes no harme from good conſideration; the ad- 
vice then cannot be amiſſe, ro wiſh every one to conſider whar 
they heare; to examine all not timorouſly, nor preiudicially, buc 
impartially, by that uncorrupt rules of reaſon;and to give no cre- 
dicto what is ſpoken for the credit or eſtimation of the ſpeaker, 
but becauſe it is the truth, and nothing bur the truth, 
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lead:chem unto, is alſo moſt manifeſt. 
The Biſhops in queen Mary: time, many: 
of them groaning under Roman perſecu- 
tion, waited to be delivered fromit, and 
'the Lord vouchſafed them this Mercy 
which when they had obrained they could 
not afford to the Non-conformitts and 
other Miniſters, alrhough om with 

themſelves, and difſenting onely ina few 
Ceremonies , neither ſignificant nor of 
uſe, but chey refuſing to conform were ex- 
pelled their Livings, many of them driven 
to live amongſrtheHearhens, & to ſeek for 
bread in other ”_ rather then be.indul- 

ed(though of the ſame Faith-with them.) 
The Presbyterian and Non-conformiſt 
Miniſters laboring under this, thougha 

lefſer degree of Perſecution then that of 
Rome, (yet ariſing from the ſame Root) 
were in duetime delivered from this yoke 
of Bondage; which Mercy they were no 
ſooner arrived at, bur. having, as they 
thought by che Magiſtrates power (not 
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onely pulled down; but ſhutthe door a- 
gainftrhar Hierarchy from rerurning any | 
more into this Nation ) they allo, before 
they had reigned many monerhs (after the 
wo le of their Brethren in Scotland) ſer 
themſclyes to the fame courte and pra 
Qice, ingaging the Civil Magiſtrate to 
le upon the Conſciences of many 
Godly men of the fame Faith alſo with 
themſelves inallthegrear Faundations of 
Faith, perfecuring chem with bitter reproa- 
ches and inaputations of odious Names, 
not being willing they ſhould live mhe 
Nation , nor enjoy x ic publique Wor! 
ſhip, noc liberty to exerciſe rhe ſame 
varely according to their conſciences, 
chat they _- Noble co to comets 
the place their 
teveral Pariſhes, ws: amet {dared 
by rhe Cvit Magiſtrare, and framed by 
their Geneval Aſſembly; ſo that they who 
aw monerhs before grievonſly com- 
planed of —— under the Prelacy, 
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immediately praQticed the fame things 
with more- ſharpneſs and bitterneſs then 
their Predeceſlors did, breaking char roy- 
al Rule, Doing thar to others, that chey 
would nor {ſhould have been done to 
themſelves, And how active they were 
during the ſhort time of the Power bei 
in their hands, in putting on'the Civil 
Magiſtrate to make Chains and Ferters ro 
hamper diflemiing Chriftians, and de- 
prive them of their Civil and Spiricual 
Liberties, is very freſh ia the-knowledge 
and memory SE All; and hou near chis 
Nation wow tis fabjeaed in all its ho- 
norto Scocland uvithour ſtriking one firoke 
for it \ through the Power and Influence 
theſe men had1 the Parkamear, the 
Ciry of London, the then Armies, andche 
united Power | the then Commilſcioners 
of Scatlawd had with che perlons and pla- 
ces aforeſaid; und all-chis 'inobſervance 
to, and compliznee with'the Elder Bro- 
aherof Scorland,' who had -chatked our the 
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way, and laid down the Patern to which 
an Engliſh Presbyrery might conform, ts 
alſo as generally and well known : it were 
to be wiſhed, that rhe other Forms now 
remaining amongſt us , would throu 
fearch and try. their hearts, whether rhey 
would not do.in like maner if they were 
inthe ſaddle, I think there hath been 
ground enough given,yea toomuch(with- 
.out breach of charity ) to judge (ar leaſt 
of ſome of them) that they would ; what 
means el{e.rhe.contempr of thart liberty the 
Lord hath. given to all Proteſtant Sects 
now amongſ{tus?which indeed is ſo great, 
chatno man can ſay a Chriſtian is in dan- 
ger of ſuffering in the leaſt for that which 
1s: rraly martet of Opinidn and Conſci- 
ence, when Liberty to worſhip after the 
ſeveral Forms mens Conſciences lead 
-themto , is as freeasto gotothe Market, 
What da men mean by the word. Antichri- 
fltan, ſo liberally beſtowed, and fo fre- 
- quently imputed to all, ſave to perfons.of 
| their 
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their own judgement ? Arenottheſe men 
too like the Ifraclires cating of quails, 
whileſtthe meat came out ofcheirnd firs? 
Are not theſe Arguments and Evidences 
of Pride and Wantonneſs, androkens be- 
fore-hand what men would do'if it were 
in their power ? Is it not enough for all 
Forms of Proteſtant Profeſsion, and. for 
thoſe that are true and real Chriſtians, that 
they may ſerve Godin. holineſs and righ- 
in—_ withuurt fear 7 Were it not moſt 
noble for every Se&t to ſwallow up all 
'contention in this, of ſtriving who ſhould 
moſt grace their. Chriſtian Profeſsion and 
their Form, by our-doing others in a holy, 
blameleſs , peaceable walking , void of 
cenſuring; judging, rayling, contriving 
Diſturbances ( all which are the fruits of 
the fleſh, and are of the devil) and bring- 
ing forth-the fruits of righteouſneſs which 
are: ſown. in. pegee of them. that make 
peace? ſurely it were : if this wggre ſo, how 
would then the Goſpel in the ſeveral. 


Forms 


($) 
Forms of it, where Ghrift hath his Lambs 
and his Sheep, which he will and doth 
laok after, flouriſh ? and in ſtead of being 
a Burthen, and toojuſtly an Offence tothe 
World;'{through the wrathful and un- 


MIR of-r09 matriy-of the Pro- 
ors thereof) bedelireable, and (as it de- 
ſerves in ic {elf ) become the gloryof all 
Nations; which -alkbaugh we look for 
and hope , and know 4a. due tine will be 
fo,when the mote abundantpouring forth 
of the Spirit ſhall be, yer we alſo know 
when tbatrime dots come, theeffec of ir 
will be a. glorious unton of. the People of 
God, made to be of one ſpiric, by that Spi- 
rit that teacheth to forth the Chri- 
ſian Profeſsion before all, jn Faith and 
Love. Tothistnd, and ps a help there 
uno, and as foine ro our moſt 
{ſhameful and mioft undhniftian carriage 
1n-theſs. Xands; is $h3s Preamble wrincn 
ro a Papergatreivith primed; which was 
Counlct long- agg given an thote dawn- 


ings 
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ings of Light, to King Famer the 5 of Ser. 
land, by a perſon who wav of his Countil; 
at fach time as the Proteftarits weremigh- 
tily increaſed-by the Lord in: Scotſand, and 
it being under conſ1deration what was to- 
be done with them, this wholeſom coun- 
ſel was given; which the King tefufing, 
immediately by the Prelares and his Po-' 
piſh Council, was perfwaded to raiſe a 
Bloody Inquiſttion, and-put the fame in 
execution , afrer which he — — 
ed; bur receiving that moſt miracufo 

Defeat of his Forces ir his Invafion. of 
PFngland at Sallaway-Moſs, wherein they 
threw down their arms., and were vo- 
iuncarily taken , every Engliſh Sotdier 
gaining three or four "an (as the 
Hiſtorian recordeth ) the News whereof 
n& fooner came to the Kings cars , bur 
that he went home, and after lang watch- 
ings, continual cares and —_ , ab- 
ſtinence from food and recreaFfon , had 


fo extenuated his Budy, that pierced with. 
griet, 
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ief / anguiſh , impacience and: deſpair, . 
4 br Sond on his Bed, and Tt 
ſing to give accels to his Meowny and 
Domeſtique Servants., he ſo miſcrably 
dyed. 


That moſt excellent Speech (worthy 
to be written with the claw of an Ada- 
mant) taken out of the Scotiſh Hiſtory, 
Entituled , The Hiſtory of ScotLanp, 
from” the Year 1423. until the Year 
1542. By William Drammond of Hauthorden, 
page 210. is as followeth : ' 


(11) 
Sn, 


 mongſt the many bleſsings your Subjefts enjoy 
A wnder this your Governmentthis ts uot the leaſt \ 
that for the weal of your Majeſty, and the publique 
goed of the —_— the — of your Subjedts 
may freely open his mind, and declare his opinion unto 
you hs Soveratgn. 

And if ever there was a time, in which grave, 
good and ſound counſel ſhould be delivered to your 
Majeſty, tt is this , and the difficulties of the Com- 
mon-Wealth do now require it. Nor ever, in matters 
of Advice and Conſultation , can we imbrace and 
fellow what is moſt reaſonable, and what , according 
to Laws, Tuſtice, and Equity, ſhould b: , but what 
peceſsity ariveth us unto, and what is moſt convert- 
ert for the preſent time to be, and what we may well 
ard fairly accompliſh and bring to paſs. 

The Eſtate of your Kinzdome is tronbled w th di- 
verſity of opinions coxcerning Religion ;, It zs to be 
wiſhed, that the one onely tru? Religion were tn the 
hearts of all your Subjeets, ( ſince diverſity of opi- 
rions of Religion, and Hereſies, are the very pwniſh- 
ment of Ged Almighty ugoa men , for thiir horrible 
Vices ard roaring ſins. And when men ou his 
fear and true obeatence, God abandoneth them to their 
own opiniors and fantaſies in Religion ;, out if which 
ariſe, Partialities, Fatticns, Diviſions, Strife, In- 
reſtixe _—_— which burſt forth into Civil War, 
and in ſhort time bring Kinedomes and Common- 
wealths to their laſt periods) But matters ariſing to 


ſuch a betght and wſorder, as by all appearance, they 
C 


are 
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are like to advance in this Kingdome , the num- 
ber of th: Settaries daily increaſing, without diſſem- 
bling my thoughts to your Maſjeſtie , the preſervati- 
oa of the People betng the c_—_ and Principal 
Law which God Almighty hath enjoined to all 
Princes, 

1 hold it more expedient to give place to the 
exerciſe of both Religions, than under pretence and 
ſhadow of them to ſuffer the Common Peace of your 
Subjetts to be torn in pieces. What can wiſdome 
( Str ) adviſe you to do with theſe Separatiſts ? 
Either they muſt be OO a time, or they muſt 
altogether be removed, and that by Death or Ba- 
niſhment. 

So ſoon as a Prince beginneth to Spoyl, Baniſh , 
Kill, Burn his People , for matters abſtratt oo 
ſenſe, and altogether ſpiritual , he becommeth , as 
it were, 4 plague unto them. 

It is an Erronr of State in a Prince, for an 0- 
pinion of Piety, to condemn to Death the Adherers 
10 new Dottrine : For, the conſtancy and patience 
of thoſe who voluntarily ſuffer all temporal Miſe- 
ries , and Death it ſelf, for matters of Faith , ſtir up 
and invite numbers, who at firſt, and before they 
had ſuffered , were ignorant of their Faith and 
Dottrine , not onely to favour their Cauſe , but 
to imbrace their opinions , Pitty and Commiſerati- 
on opening the gates. Thus their Belief ſpread- 
eth it (elf abroad , and their number dayly en- 
creaſeth. 

It is no leſs Errour of State to baniſh them. 

Ba- 
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Baniſhed men are ſo many Enemies abroad , rea- 
dy upon all occaſions to invade their Native Coun 
trey, to trouble the Peace and Tranquillity of your 
Kingdome.” 

To take Arms againſt Settaries and Separatiſts 
will be a great Enterprize , 4 matter hard, aud of 
many dangers : a_ cannot be preached by.arms; 
the firſt Chriſtians deteſte& that form of proceedings, 
Force and Compulſion may bring forth Hypocrites , 
not true Chriſtians. If there be any Hereſie amongſt 
your People, this wound is in the Soul our Souls be- 
. #ng ſpiritual Subſtances, upon which fire and Iron can- 
not work, They muſt be overcome by ſpiritual Arms; 
Love the men, and pitty their Erronrs. 

Who can lay upon a man a neceſsity to believe that 
which he will not believe, or what he will believe, or 
doth believe, not to believe ? No.Prince hath ſuch pow- 
wer over the Souls and thouzhts of men, as he hath 
over their bodies, Now to ruine and extirpate all 
thoſe Seftaries, what will it prove ” e than to cut off 
one of your arms, to the great prejudice of your King- 
dom, and weakning of the State, they daily iacreaſing 
in number, and no man being (0 Ju” Aa and mean 
but he is a member of the State? 

The more _ manner , and nobler way, were t0 to- 
lerate both Religions, and grant a Place to two Chur- 
ches in the Kingdom, till it ſhall pleaſe Almighty God 
FOYerwryu the minds of your $S 1b] ets , and turn them 
all of one will and opinion. Be content to keep that 
which ye may, Sir, (ce ye cannot that which ye would. 

It is a falſe and erroneus opinion, That a Kingdom 

C 2 cannot 
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cannot (ubſiſt , which tolerateth two Religions, Di- 
verſity of Religion ſhutteth not up Society, nor barreth 
civil pry among men, a little time will make 
perſons of different Religions contract ſuch acquair- 
tance, cuſtom, familiarity together, that they will be 
intermixt in one City, Family , yea , Mariage Bed, 
State and Relizion, having nothing common. 

Why (1 pray) may not two Religions be ſuffered in 

a State ( till by ſome ſweet and of means they may be 
reduced to a rteht Government ) fince in the Chu: ch 
(which ould be wnion it ſelf, and of which the Ro- 
man Church much vaunteth ) almoſt infinite Sets , 
ad kinds of Monc ks are ſuffered , differing in their 
Laws, Rules of Government, faſhions of living, dy- 
et , apparel, maintenance, and opinions of perfetti- 
on, and who ſequefler themſelves from our publick u- 
ion? The Roman Empire had its extenſion , not by 
ſincilttude and likeneſs of Religion, Different Relizt- 
ons, providing they enterprize nor practiſe nothing a- 
gainſt the Polttick Laws of the Kingdom, may be to- 
lerated in a State, 

The Murthers, Maſſacres, Battels which ariſe and 
are be like daily to increaſe amongſt Chriſtians , all 
which are udertaken for Religion, are a thouſand 
times more execrable,aud be more open, plain, flat im- 
piety, than this Liberty of diverſity of Kelsgions, with 
4 quiet peace, can be unjuſt. 2 

' Foraſmuch as the greateſt part of thoſe who fleſh 
themſelves in blood and ſlaughter , and overturn 

arms the you of their neighbours ( whom they ſhould 
love as themſelves) ſpoiling and ravaging like fami- 


ſhed 
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ſhed Lioxs , ſacrifice their Souls t0 the infernal 
powers, witheus further hopes or means of their ever 
receverl#g ana coming back, when thoſe others are 1; 
ſome way of repentance. 

In ſeeking Liberty of Religion , theſe men ſeek not 
ts believe ary thing that may come 11 their Brains , 
but 19 uſe Religion according to the firſt Chriſtian In- 
ſtitutions, ſerving God, and obeying the Laws under 
which they were born, 

That Maxim ſo often repeated among the Church- 
Mem at Rowe, That the Chaſe and following of He- 
reticks is more neceſſary than that of Infidels , is well 
applyed for the enlarging and increaſing the Domini- 
ons, Soveraignity and Power of the Pope, but not for 
the empl;fjing aud extending of the Chriſtian Reli- 
2i0n, and the weal and benefit of the Chriſtian Com- 
mon-wealth, 

Kingdoms and Soveraignities.ſheuld not be gover- 
ned by the Laws and Intereſts of Prieſts and Church- 
Men, but according to the extgency, need, and as the 
Caſe requireth, of the Publick weal, which often is ne- 
ceſſitated to paſs and tolerate ſome defeits and faults. 
It ts the duty of all Chriſtian Princes to endeavour , 
and take pains, that their Subjetts tmbrace the true 
faith, as that ſemblably and in even parts they obſerve 
all Gods Commandments, and not more one Com- 
mandment than another. 

Notwithſtanding, when a Vice cannot be extirpate 
and taken away, without the ruine of the State, it 


would appear to humane Fudements, that it ſhould be 
foffered Neinher #s there a greater obligation, bond,ne- 
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ceſsity of Law, to puniſh Hereticks more than Forni- 
cators, which yet [6 the peace and tranquillity of the 
State are tolerated and paſt over. Neither can a grea- 
ter inconvenience and harm follow, if we ſhould ſuffer 
men tolivein our Commonwealth , who believe not , 
nor imbrace not all our Opinions, In an Eſtate many 
things are for the time tolerated, becauſe they cannot, 
without the total ruin of the State, be ſuddenly amen- 
ard and reformed, 

Theſe men are of that ſame nature and condition of 
which we axe; they worſhip, as we do, one God, they be- 
lieve thoſe very ſame holy Kecords ;, we both aim at 

Salvation ;, We both fear to offend God, we both ſect be- 
fore us our happineſs : The difference between them 
and us hangeth upon this one point, that they, having 
found aeſo in our Church , require a Reformation. 
Now ſhall it be ſaid,for that we run divers wates to one 
end, underſtand not rightly others Language, we ſhall 
purſue others with Fire and Sword, and extirpate 0- 
thers from the Face of the Earth ? God tu not in the 
bifter diviſion and alienation of affettions, nor the ra- 

ing flames of ſedition, nor in the tempeſts of the tur- 
7 Lo whirlwinds of contradictions and diſputations, 
but in the calm and gentle breathings 4 peace and con- 
cord, If any wa! out of the High-way, we bring 
him to it again ;, If any be in darkneſs, we ſhew him 
light, and kill him not. In Muſical Inſtruments, if a 
fp Jar and be out of tune,we do not frettingly break 
it, but leaſnrely weer it about to a Concord: and ſhall 
we be ſo churliſh, cruel, uncharitable, ſo wedded to our 
own Superſtitions opinions, that we will barbarouſly 


ba- 
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Taniſh, kill, burn, thoſe whom by Love aud Sweetneſs 
we might readily win and recall again ? 

Let us win axd merit of theſe men by reaſon, let 
them be cited to a free Comncil ; it may be they ſhall not 
be proved Hereticks neither that they maintain opini- 
ons condemned by the antient Councils, let their Keli- 
gion be compared and paralell'd with the Religion of 
the firſt age of the Church, 

Shall we hold this People worſe than the Fews, which 
yet have their Synagogues at Rome it ſelf ? let them 
receive inſtrudtions from a free and ry ap Council , 
and forſake their errors when they ſhall be clearly and 
fairly demonſtrated unto them. Hereſie is an errour in 
the fondencma grounds of Religion, Schiſm inten- 
deth a reſolution 1n ſeparation: Let a good Council be 
convocated, and ſee if they be ready or not to reunite 
themſelves to us. 

That which they believe is not evil, but to ſome it 

will appear they believe not enough,and that there is in 
them rather a defett of good, than any habit of evil. 
Other points when they ſhall be conſidered ſhall be found 
to conſiſt in external Ceremonies of the Church , ra- 
ther than in ſubſtance of dottrine, or what is eſſential 
to Chriſtianity. T be men ſhould be judged be- 
fore condemned, and they ſhould be heard before they 
be judged, which being holily and uprightly done, we 
ſhall find it is not our Religions, but our private inte- 
Feſts and paſsions, which trouble us and our State, 
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